
The Women’s Fund of Central New York was a 
brainstorm in 1998, recorded its first donations with 
the Community Foundation of Central New York in 
March 1999, and gave out its first grants in 2001, 
when its endowment reached $170,000 in donations 
and three-year pledges. Today, halfway through our 
campaign to boost our endowment to $1M, it’s clear 
we’ve come a long way. Over the years, the Women’s 
Fund of CNY has given out nearly $140,000 in grants 
to organizations that fulfill our mission:

To support, empower and recognize the advancement and full participation of 
women and girls in Central New York.

Our endowment was $839,471 at the end of the 2012 fiscal year (March 31, 2012) 
and we distributed $24,000 in grants at our Spring Event on April 17, 2012. We’re 
creating a wonderful legacy for our community.  

Some things haven’t changed since those early days though. The Women’s Fund 
continues to be managed by a passionate, dedicated group of women who 
volunteer their time and skills. Personally, I love the stories from the early days of 
the Fund. One former Chair told me how the Governance Council would meet 
in someone’s living room to seal envelopes containing newsletters or event 
invitations. (With a mailing list of over 2,000, we now use a mail house!) The 
women put in this level of effort because they wanted, and we want, our donors’ 
gifts to fulfill the Women’s Fund mission as much as possible. The commitment and 
collaboration of Women’s Fund volunteers strengthen the organization and foster 
a network of women in Central New York focused on helping one another.  

Once our endowment reaches $1 million, we’ll be able to give out larger grants 
and start new initiatives, like the 2012-13 year “Kick Start” grant, where working 
capital is given directly to qualified women entrepreneurs. The Women’s Fund 
Governance Council is beginning to look at other ideas that can leverage our funds 
to result in greater positive impact. I hope you’ll be a part of the change and the 
legacy by contributing to the Women’s Fund of Central New York – and help us get 
to $1 million!

— Diana Gerrish
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A Note from Our Chair

Get rid of the paper!
Sign up now to receive The Women’s Fund newsletter via email at www.womensfundofcny.org or call (315) 422-9538.

2012 Grantees
Cayuga Seneca Community Action Agency	 $1,500
Program: Domestic Violence Intervention Program (supports 
at least 25 women as they move to safety and self-sufficiency)
Funded Activity: wraparound supports	

Child Care Solutions	 $1,500
Program: The ABC’s of Financial Management (a financial 
education program for women/family/child care business 
owners that increases knowledge of personal and micro-
business financial management, empowers participants to 
make changes in how they manage money, and increases the 
financial stability of their businesses)
Funded Activity: one on one financial counseling

Community Action Partnership  
for Madison County 	 $1,500
Program: Transitional Housing (gives their homeless  
constituency a chance to pursue training actions and achieve 
goals of self-worth and self-sufficiency)
Funded Activity: client direct disbursement

Contact Community Services	 $2,000
Program: L.A.D.I.E.S. (a mentoring program for girls involved 
in Paving “R” Way at Lincoln Middle School)
Funded Activity: overnight retreat

Falcone Center for Entrepreneurship/ 
Whitman School of Management	 $9,000
Program: Entrepreneurial Kick Start Program (offers 
scholarships, counseling, and technical assistance in preparing 
business plans that target low-income women who want to 
start a business)
Funded Activity: $1,000 in scholarships for training; matching 
funds of $1,000 for eight women with personal savings and 
IDA funds

Friends of Rosamond Gifford Zoo	 $2,450
Program: Zoo Guides Fellows Program (returning interns 
conduct research projects at the zoo)
Funded Activity: Intern Stipends for three female fellows

Lambda Kappa Mu Sorority 	 $1,140
Program: Project Butterfly (character-building mentorship 
and intergenerational mentorship program for girls of African 
descent)
Funded Activity: Project Butterfly books and workbooks

Syracuse Habitat for Humanity 	 $1,250
Program: Women Build; Girls Build (empowers women and 
girls to acquire leadership skills, financial independence, and 
practical experience in construction, a nontypical career)
Funded Activity: implement Girl Build

YWCA Syracuse and Onondaga County 	 $3,660
Program: Girls Inc. Computer Upgrade at the YWCA  
(consultant to help with transition and use of new computers 
that have been purchased for the Girls Inc. facility)
Funded Activity: computer consultant to perform upgrade, 
train staff, and develop user manual

timeline
1998

Women’s Fund 
of CNY is started

March 1999

Women’s Fund 
recorded its first 

contributions

April 2001

Women’s Fund 
gave out first 

Grants

April 2006

Women’s Fund 
grant awards 

exceeded $5,000

April 2007

Women’s Fund 
grants awards 
were $10,000

April 2009

Women’s Fund 
grant awards 
were $20,000

April 2010

Women’s Fund 
launched new 
logo and $1M 
endowment 

campaign

April 2012

Women’s Fund 
awarded $24,000 

in grants

March 2012

Women’s Fund 
Endowment was 

at $839,471

July 2012

Women’s Fund 
launched new 

website



Central New York
Community Foundation

431 East Fayette Street - Suite 100
Syracuse, NY 13202

315.422.9538
www.womensfundofcny.org

Find us on
Facebook!

Platinum Donors 
($10,000 or more)

Judith C. Mower *
Eric Mower *

Gold Donors 
($5,000 - $9,999)

Caragh Fahy *
Sarah S. McIlvain *
Sarah G. Merrick *
Sally S. Merrick *
Ruth C. Putter *

Silver Donors 
($1,000 - $4,999)

Aminy I. Audi *
Minna R. Buck *
Patricia J. Callahan
Joan M. Christy *
Karen S. DeJarnette
Jill Dungey
Virginia A. Hoveman *
Barbara Manigault Spears
Annemarie Mosley
Patricia J. Numann
Margaret G. Ogden *
Marilyn L. Pinsky
Elizabeth B. Ross
Elaine Rubenstein *
Adelaide L. Silvia *
Elsa A. Soderberg *
Margaret J. Theis
Sara D. Wason *
Carol K. Wixson
Alliance Bank, NA *
Allyn Foundation *
Aloha Foundation *
Financial Planning Association  
  of CNY, Inc.
Jewish Community Center  
  of Syracuse
Lockheed Martin
Morgan Stanley Foundation

Bronze Donors 
($100 - $999)

Maritza Alvarado
Ellen T. Bacon *
Louise Birkhead
Nancy A. Bottar
Helen C. Clancy
Gail Cowley
Therese W. Dancks
Geraldine de Berly
Virginia M. DeBenedictis
Elizabeth K. Dreyfuss
Joan Durant
Maria Lourdes Fallace
Maureen O. Fellows
Judith E. Fitzgerald
Lee M. Gatta
Diana L. Gerrish
David W. Gerrish
Lynn G. Gerrity Ames
Cindy A. Granger
Jean J. Greene
S. Madeleine J. Hartt
Linda L. Henley
Ann G. Higbee
James L. Higbee
Alyse Holstein *
Charlotte G. Holstein
Alexander E. Holstein
Madelyn H. Hornstein
Mary P. Huntington
Pamela Hyland
Jeanne F. Jackson *
Marjorie T. Julian
Margaret Karim
Margery Keskin
Ali Keskin
Molly G. King
Joan S. King
Susan A. Kuhns
Andrea Latchem
Joanne M. Lenweaver
Anne G. Lloyd
Susan Marteney
Leslie R. McDonald
Jane R. Merrill *

Lisa D. Miller
Margaret M. O’Connell *
Cathy L. Palm
Jill S. Palmeter
Virginia C. Robbins
Ethel S. Robinson
Adelina Romano
Ann Rothschild
Claire Rudolph
Lois B. Schaffer *
Myron I. Schaffer
Lois Schroeder
Edward T. Schroeder
Jon N. Selzer
Lisa Sigona
Miriam B. Swift
Jennifer Tom
Lori Verzillo
Martha B. Viglietta
Sara M. Wall-Bollinger
Dolores S. Weiss
Patricia Weisse
James J. Wilson
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Dermody, Burke and Brown, PLLC
Inficon, Inc.
Mercy Works, Inc.
Sugarman Law Firm
The Prudential Foundation  
  Matching Gifts Program

Copper Donors  
(up to $100)

Cynthia Aikman
Brigitte Aungier
Kathleen B. Barry
Susan B. Bastable
S. Jeffrey Bastable
Ona C. Bregman
Meshae L. Brooks-Rolling
Catherine L. Casler
Pat Curtain
Elizabeth J. Dailey
Carol Decker
Sharon Donahue
Kathleen Doucette

Susan M. Dwyer
Jane Feld
Marion H. Fish
Amber Hansel
Alyssa M. Iaia
Ayden Johnson
Lori Keeler-Doyle
Alison H. Kessler
Pauline D. Komar
Katherine Lackmann
Anita P. Lombardi
Anne C. Maier
Carolyn A. May
Lorraine O’Connor
Pamela J. Percival
Jean L. Phillips
Onetia T. Pierson
Estelle Price
Libby R. Rubenstein
Nancy Rudolph
Gary S. Ryder
Patricia Ryder
Karen Schroeder
Nancy Sheffield
Laura Spring
Eileen L. Strempel
Cynthia F. Sutton
Rosie Taravella
Lori L. Teifke
Stephanie Threatte
Thelma D. Trotty-Selzer
Carol Tytler
Nancy S. Weiss
Melissa Whipps
Kendra J. Witter
Donald R. Witter
Dianne Wolczyk
ARISE Child and Family  
  Service, Inc
Community Action Partnership  
  for Madison County
Fair Housing Council Of CNY
Girls Scouts of NYPENN  
  Pathways, Inc.
Mackenzie Hughes LLP *
United Cerebral Palsy Assoc  
  of Cayuga County, Inc.

The following listing includes donors who made a contribution to the Women’s Fund between April 1, 2011 
and March 31, 2012. The giving categories below represent total contributions made during that time period. 
Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this listing, please notify us of any mistakes or 
misspellings so we may correct them for future publications. Gifts of any amount to the Women’s Fund are 
welcomed and appreciated – we are grateful for your support!

italic = Founding Donors
bold = 5 consecutive years giving

red = 10 consecutive years giving
* = cumulative giving total of $5,000+ 

Marketing:
Jill Allen
Harriet Brown
Brenda Cannizzaro
Lawrie Chase
Amy Christopherson
Lauren Crossett
Linda Erb
Helen Kelley
Joanne Lenweaver
Ashlyn Maguire
Elizabeth Percival
Karen Schroeder
Nora Spillane
Dianne Wolczyk
Diana Gerrish
Rosie Taravella
Elizabeth Ross

Fund Development:
Patti Callahan
Caragh Fahy

Judith Huober
Kim Kutzer
Kate Lackmann
Annemarie Mosley
Peggy Ogden
Sara Deming Wason
Patty Weisse

Grants:
Karen Ashe-Cortez
Minna Buck
Karen DeJarnette
Susan Marteney
Carolyn May
Shelby Redmond
Rosie Taravella
Eileen Winter
Carol Wixson
Diane Wolczyk

Board Development:
Lynn Ames
Kim Barber
Jill Dungey
Lee Gatta
Linda Henley
Mary Shaheen
Laura Spring
Gwen Webber-McLeod

Finance:
Lee Gatta
Sarah Merrick
Mary Meyer
Jill Palmeter

Donor Recognition:
Helen Clancy
Caragh Fahy
Diana Gerrish
Monica Merante

Sarah Merrick
Mary Meyer
Barbara Spears

Events:
Katherine Black
Karen Ashe-Cortez
JoAnn Cucci
Karen DeJarnette
Juanita Fuentes
Gail Gardner
Phylis George
Janice Lazarski
Lisa Miller
Sheila Myers 
Shannon Nelson
Elizabeth Percival
Aileen Pirrak
Mary Price
Addie Silvia
Barbara Spears

Women’s Fund Volunteer Committees

Central New York Community Foundation, Inc.
Women’s Fund of Central New York

Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 2012

Total Assets by Fiscal Year

Contributions by Fiscal Year



2011-12 
Governance 
Council
Karen Ashe-Cortez
Minna R. Buck
Patricia J. Callahan
Karen DeJarnette (secretary)
Jill Dungey
Caragh Fahy (vice chair)
Diana L. Gerrish (chair)
Linda Henley
Joanne Lenweaver
Susan Marteney
Mary Meyer (ex-officio)
Lisa D. Miller
Annemarie Mosley
Jill S.G. Palmeter
Shelby Redmond
Barbara Manigault Spears
Rosie Taravella
Eileen J. Winter
Carol Wixson
Dianne Wolczyk

Thank you and your event guests for your generous donations.

431 East Fayette Street, Suite 100
Syracuse, NY 13202

SAVE THE DATE
A Fall Breakfast Event not to be missed!

Tuesday October 30th, 2012
Rosamond Gifford Zoo

One Conservation Place, Syracuse, NY 13204 

Back by popular demand with more stories of local women that will intrigue: 
Gregg Tripoli, Executive Director of the Onondaga Historical Association

And a special guest who will inspire!
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